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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, the con-
ference on our energy bill passed in
this House almost 1 year ago today is
beginning soon. American consumers
sent Iraq and Saddam Hussein more
than $1.4 billion for oil in the first 4
months of this year. This is a corrupt
regime that pays the families of homi-
cide bombers $25,000 for their attack on
innocent victims in Israel. We are at
war, and depending on Saddam Hussein
for the fuel that powers our war on ter-
rorism is untenable.

Mr. Speaker, there is a direct link be-
tween energy policy and our national
security. That is why more than 80 per-
cent of Americans want us to pass a
comprehensive energy plan that pro-
tects our national security while
strengthening our economy.

In 1992, we imported 32 percent of our
energy. Now, nearly 60 percent of our
energy is imported. We need an energy
policy. The conferees on the energy bill
begin meeting tomorrow. I urge them
to bring us legislation to increase our
energy independence, create jobs, and
strengthen our economy, Mr. Speaker.

f

SUPPORT THE MEDICARE PRE-
SCRIPTION DRUG BENEFIT AND
DISCOUNT ACT
(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress must add meaningful prescription
drug coverage to Medicare. Prescrip-
tion drugs can cost as much as $500 per
month; and in Rhode Island alone,
200,000 seniors lack drug coverage.

A study I commissioned last year
found that the uninsured elderly in the
district of Rhode Island pay an average
of 78 percent more for the most com-
monly used prescription drugs than do
seniors in foreign countries.

That is why I support the Medicare
Prescription Drug Benefit and Dis-
count Act which adds a new part D in
Medicare that provides voluntary pre-
scription drug coverage for all bene-
ficiaries. It includes a premium of just
$25 a month, which would be subsidized
for low-income seniors. It has a $2,000
out-of-pocket limit per beneficiary per
year.

In contrast, the Republican plan
would require high out-of-pocket costs
for seniors while offering low benefits.

We must ensure that seniors do not
have to choose between food or rent
and getting their prescriptions filled.
We must provide meaningful drug cov-
erage.

f

SUPPORT FISCALLY-RESPONSIBLE
REPUBLICAN PRESCRIPTION
DRUG PLAN
(Mr. FLETCHER asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, the
Washington Democrats, once again are

misleading the American people on the
debate over necessary prescription
drug coverage for our seniors. To illus-
trate to my Democrat friends how our
plan will help States, Kentucky has
615,000 Medicare beneficiaries and 50
percent of these citizens are below the
175 percent of poverty level. In Ken-
tucky, a study estimates that State
Medicare savings under the Repub-
lican-proposed prescription drug ben-
efit would be $549 million in the fiscal
years 2005 through 2012.

In a time when seniors and State
governments are experiencing financial
difficulty, our plan provides seniors
with an affordable prescription drug
benefit to Medicare and immediate sav-
ings. States also benefit by saving mil-
lions of dollars in Medicaid beneficiary
costs over the next several years.

Mr. Speaker, this plan is the only fis-
cally-responsible choice for both sen-
iors and government and should be sup-
ported next week when it comes to a
full vote in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

The Democrat plan remains an $800
billion boondoggle; and I encourage, as
we continue this debate, full support of
the Republican plan.

f

OMNIBUS CORPORATE RESPONSI-
BILITY AND RESTORATION ACT
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked

and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, when Enron hit, most of
America thought that this was an ex-
ception, a company that had not done
right, that deserved to be reprimanded,
and that we would go forward. Sadly,
there has been an announcement that
there has been a rollcall of the cor-
porate elite violating the laws of this
Nation and throwing America’s invest-
ment community into a sense of doubt
and shame.

It is time now to take a very forceful
and firm stand against corporations
that violate the law and hurt the
American people, people who have lost
their pensions, people who have lost ev-
erything, people who are unable to pay
for their rent, their mortgages, their
college tuitions of their children.

Mr. Speaker, I intend to offer the
Omnibus Corporate Responsibility and
Restoration Act. Once and for all, it is
an omnibus bill that gets rid of insider
trading, that provides us a firewall be-
tween accounting firms that consult
and do accounting, that protects the
pension plans of this Nation, and pro-
tects employees who can be taken ad-
vantage of by a company filing bank-
ruptcy and then terminating thousands
of employees.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to stand up
against corporate criminal activity.

f

SUPPORT REPUBLICAN
PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLAN

(Mr. SULLIVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, seniors
in the first district of Oklahoma and
across America cannot afford the rising
cost of prescription drugs. In order to
live within their budget, some skip a
meal, some turn off their air-condi-
tioning, and some consume half the
prescriptions that they need.

Without a doubt, I believe the Repub-
lican prescription drug plan is the only
plan that will give our seniors prescrip-
tion drug coverage they need at a cost
that the Nation’s budget can afford.

The Republican prescription drug
plan provides a two-tiered approach
that allows seniors to start saving on
their prescription drug bills imme-
diately. By grouping seniors together,
Medicare can negotiate discounts from
manufacturers. This is projected to
save seniors about 10 to 20 percent upon
the signature of the President.

The second part of the plan will come
as a comprehensive and voluntary
Medicare-based prescription drug ben-
efit. The Republican plan will signifi-
cantly reduce the costs of prescriptions
and save seniors approximately 70 per-
cent of their out-of-pocket drug costs.

The House Republican prescription
drug plan will work for seniors today,
tomorrow, and for the rest of their
lives. I urge my colleagues to support
this bill.

f

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4598, HOMELAND SECU-
RITY INFORMATION SHARING
ACT
Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, by direction

of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 458 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 458
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4598) to pro-
vide for the sharing of homeland security in-
formation by Federal intelligence and law
enforcement agencies with State and local
entities. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour, with 40 minutes equally
divided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence and 20
minutes equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee on the Judiciary. It shall
be in order to consider as an original bill for
the purpose of amendment under the five-
minute rule the amendment in the nature of
a substitute recommended by the Committee
on the Judiciary now printed in the bill.
Each section of the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute shall be consid-
ered as read. All points of order against the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute are waived. During consideration
of the bill for amendment, the Chairman of
the Committee of the Whole may accord pri-
ority in recognition on the basis of whether
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